
 

 

 

 

 

 

APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 
 
 

SAT 16TH OCTOBER Beginners/Intermediate  12:00       Advanced  2:30pm 

SAT 06TH NOVEMBER Beginners/Intermediate  12:00       Advanced  2:30pm 

 
BEEKEEPERS SUPPER 

 

Our annual Beekeepers Supper will be held this year on 9th October in Pulborough Village Hall - 
starting at 7.00pm. For those of you who have never been before, this is an evening where we all 
get a chance to chat with friends and family to all those folk you meet – usually obscured by mesh 
and smoke. You pay £7.00 a head (on the night) to cover essentials and drinks…..and then bring 
with you a salad, pud or cheese and biscuits to share. The prize-winners from the Wisborough 
Green Honey Show will also be awarded their cups, and there will be a raffle and a guess-the-
weight-of-the-prize-winning-giant-marrow, so make sure you come with some change in your 
pockets! You can book places and pledge a dish to bring by phoning Judy on 01403 752169. It 
makes a wonderful end to a hectic summer season – don’t miss it!  We are limited to 80.......with 
partners, that’s just 40 amongst out of our 150-strong membership - so book fast!! If anyone feels 
able, willing and skilled enough to cook meat or salmon to serve cold...........please could you let 
me know....offers of help are gratefully received!!     See you there!          Judy 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

In September I attended the BIBBA conference in Ireland, and took the opportunity to stay a few days extra to visit 
the surrounding area and a few beekeepers. The yields in Ireland seem to be about the same as ours and the 
colour and flavour of the honey is superb. Honey prices are about the same as ours with demand still high. Tall jars 
are popular and I think this shows off honey much better than our BS squat ones do. Anyone who visits the National 
Honey Show will have noticed the Irish exhibits simply by the jars. The original tall jars were the standard in the U.K. 
before the Second World War, but the Irish retained them until the moulds finally went out of use a short time ago. I 
have heard two stories why, the first being they simply wore out, the second that the company went bust and they 
got lost or destroyed. The real answer is probably neither of them. They now use a similar sized jam jar that can 
take slightly more than 1lb, but they are not very popular with the beekeepers that preferred the old jar, I think 
because of the screw rather than twist cap of the modern jar. 
 
In the last few weeks I have been annoyed to see ground being sprayed with weed killers where there seemed no 
need for it. Close to me is a field of around 5 acres that has not been used for at least 20 years. The ground is poor 
and I doubt if it would grow a decent crop. Behind my old factory is a field that has only been used for grazing 
horses, and the most offensive plants are a few buttercups. About half a mile away is a bank leading up to a fence 
in front of a house where the wildflowers were a blaze of colour throughout the summer. In Ireland I saw several 
fields in a hilly area that are impossible to plough, with poor shallow soil and many stones and boulders. Sheep 
were grazing nearby. They have all been treated and I wonder what the point is. We have yet more chemicals 
dumped on the ground and the resultant loss of bee forage. I thought we were all supposed to be more aware than 
in the past. 
 
We formed a small queen rearing group this year and we produced a small number of queens. It was a good 
experience and I think most attendees learnt something new. We will continue in 2011 and if anyone is interested in 
rearing queens and improving the bees locally please contact me. Ideally you should have had your own bees for 
some time, know the life cycles of workers and queens and have some knowledge of the main queen rearing 
methods. There are some quite good books in our library and we hope to get a few more so there is a chance to 
read up on the subject. 
 
 
The interest in beekeeping continues although there are some BKA’s reporting a tail off. Sadly there are some who 
are closing their doors to new and potential beekeepers, with many not running Beginners courses. They are saying 
they can’t handle the increased numbers. I get around the country quite a bit and although there are some good 
BKAs there are some who are struggling, and this seems daft when there are people being turned away. One 
serious problem is in many BKAs there are very few experienced beekeepers to teach beginners, so you end up 
with beginners teaching beginners. I know some of our Demonstrators are fairly inexperienced, but they have a 
considerable amount of help, and have been selected for their handling ability and willingness to learn. I’m very 
proud of what we have at WG and we should make sure we retain it, as we can degenerate much quicker than we 
can build. 
 
Where Beginners courses are not run elsewhere it has a knock on effect with us as we get increased bookings. As 
an example we had around 50 more attendees on our Beginners Day in 2010 than in 2009, and already we are way 
ahead in the number of bookings for 2011 than 2010, and I think many of them are from areas where they can’t find 
a course. Our Beginners Day is aimed at those who have never seen inside a beehive before to those who have 
kept bees for perhaps a season or so. There is a lot of information packed into the day, so if you started in 2010 and 
didn’t come to this year’s event I would advise you to book quickly. It would be a pity if you were excluded and there 
were several from 100 miles away attending. 
 

From what I have seen so far I am pleased at the state of bees going into winter. I hope they survive better than in 
the recent past. We will be needing bees to supply to members and we can only do that if they come through the 
winter well. I hope all members have treated for varroa and will also use oxalic acid later in the winter. As in 
previous years we hope to make up and supply oxalic acid and details will follow later. 
 
 

 

 



 

 

  

Book Review 

 
The Bee Book Book. By Geoffrey Lawes. 
 
Geoff Lawes is one of our long standing members and has been a keen collector of bee books for a long time. This is 
not a book about beekeeping although there are many very useful snippets. The main content is about collecting bee 
books and I found it absolutely fascinating. The reader is given advice on many things including how to collect books, 
sources, restoration and repair, price determination, their care and what to do with duplicates you may acquire as part of 
a lot. It also tells you how early books were made and there are many interesting illustrations. 
 
The Bee Book Book has been incredibly well researched and is a complete history of bee books, as well as beekeeping 
itself. 
 
A real gem and very well written. 
 

  

PIP Contd.. 
 
In a telephone conversation with our “overseas” member Doris Fischler in Orkney she reminded me what a useful source 
of early pollen spring bulbs were. She has found a supplier http://www.gee-tee.co.uk/ who seems to have a good 
selection at reasonable prices. Doris is hoping to get a big order together from her local beekeepers, and I thought it 
might prompt some of us to plant some while the ground is still in good condition. 
 

 

Roger 

  

Beginners Packages 2011 
 
For several years now we have offered a Beginners Package that includes a new hive, 

bees, and tuition. We have experienced problems in previous years and have tightened 

the rules up considerably. Due to bees wintering badly in 2009/10 we were only able to 

make up a small number of Packages in 2010, for some members who had been waiting 

since the previous year.  

  

We realise there are a large number of new beekeepers in 2010 who will be wanting bees 

soon. We propose to start a list of names of those who wish to apply for a package for 

2011. The Packages can only go to those who have not had bees before and allocation will 

depend on availability of bees and the suitability of applicants, not first come first served. 

If you would like to be considered please contact Tom by email only. We can't promise we 

will be able to supply Beginners Packages, as the bees largely come from the teaching 

apiary and those requirements must come first, but we will make every effort to get as 

many as possible started this way. 



 

 

WGBKA Honey Show 2010  
 

We were once again blessed with a glorious, sunny day. Thank you to everyone who 

came along to visit and support the show. I hope you enjoyed the day. For those of you 

who came for the first time, to see what to do, I look forward to your entries next year!  
 

A big thank you and well done to all of you who entered exhibits; without you there 

wouldn’t have been a show at all! Whilst the numbers were down on last year, we still had 

26 exhibitors producing just over 100 exhibits between them. The competition for ‘most 

points in show’ was closely fought this year, with only the equivalent of a second place 

separating the top five exhibitors. 
 

Special congratulations go to: 
 

Rosanne Blacklock who won the P.N.Burch Cup for the Wisborough Green Member with 

most points in show. (Apologies from the secretary who wrongly awarded the cup on 

show day. I now have new glasses and can read my own writing correctly!). 
 

Derek Ready who won the Blue Ribbon and George Wakeford Memorial Rose Bowl for 

the Wisborough Green Member with the best exhibit in show, for his bottle of Dry Mead. 
 

Sue Elliott whose Honey Cake recipe claimed first prize in Class 18. This recipe will be 

used for Class 17 in the 2011 Honey Show.  
 

The cups will be presented at the Bee Supper on October 9
th

. 
 

I would like to thank all the committee for their help and support in bringing the show 

together. However, special mentions need to go to – Graham Elliott who did a stalwart job 

in stewarding for  the judge Chris Symes; Tom and Gordon for their help in transporting 

the staging and who, along with Judy, guided exhibitors and assisted generally; Roger for 

bringing along and manning the observation hive. 
 

As always we learn new things every show. Notes have been made and points raised will 

be taken into consideration when planning for 2011. If anyone has any comments they 

would like to make regarding the show, please e-mail myself or Judy. 

karenclemens@tiscali.co.uk  or judyknight@hotmail.com  
 

Sue Elliott’s Winning Recipe – Honey Drizzle Cake 

Ingredients - 6oz clear honey, 5oz butter, 3oz light muscovado sugar, 2 beaten eggs, 7oz 

self raising flour, 1 tbsp water 

Icing – 2oz icing sugar, 1tbsp clear honey, 2-3 tsp hot water 

Method – Preheat oven to 180C and grease and line the bottom of a 7-8 in tin 

Put honey, butter and sugar into a large pan. Add the water and heat gently until melted. 

Remove from heat and mix in flour and eggs. 

Spoon into the tin and bake for 40-45 mins, until the cake is springy to touch and 

shrinking slightly from the sides of the tin. Cool before turning onto a wire rack. 

Whilst the cake is still warm make the icing by mixing the sugar, honey and water 

together. Drizzle over the cake in whatever design takes your fancy. 
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WANTED 
 

Paving Slabs 
 

Now we are running more colonies for tuition we could do with some more paving slabs to put the 
hives on. If you know of any complete ones that are surplus to requirements please let me know. 
Ideally the 2' x 2'6" are the best, but will take 2' x 2'. 
 
Please contact Roger on this subject 
 

Display Boards 
 

We attend a number of shows each year and it would be very useful to have some display boards 
on which we can put posters, pictures and information about WGBKA.  
 
What we are looking for is the framed boards with fabric covering onto which you can pin things or 
use Velcro fixings.  If anyone has boards that they don't use, or knows of some lurking anywhere 
that might be donated to us, we would be pleased to know.  
 
Please contact Tom on this subject. 
 

 

BBKA  -   Basic Assessment Refresher Day. 
 
The BBKA Basic assessment is intended for those who have managed bees for 12 months. 
The syllabus contains most of the things you need to manage bees efficiently, and although 
at first might seem daunting, much of it is included in our teaching at the apiary and the 
rest learnt from reliable sources such as NBU booklets. Recently I have developed an 
interactive full day programme based on the BBKA Basic, and have delivered it to two 
groups including some of those WG members who have recently been assessed. I will be 
repeating it for Worthing and Chichester Div's as well as WG during the winter. 
  
Due to the format, numbers should be restricted to about 12 attendees, and from the 
number of members I have identified who would benefit I think we could have 2 sessions. If 
you are thinking of taking the BBKA Basic or would like to attend even if you weren't 

thinking of taking it please contact Derek Ready dcready@supanet.com  who is 

taking bookings and can give you further information. 
 

 

BEGINNERS DAY 2011  -  Sat Feb 19th 2011 
 

The next Beginners Day is arranged for Sat Feb 19th 2011. If you are new to beekeeping this 
year and didn’t come to the last one then we advise early booking. If you know someone who 
is interested in Beekeeping then please let them know. 
 
Full details of the day, together with a booking form, are in the Diary of Events section of our 
website at  www.wgbka.org.uk 
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Wisborough Green Winter Evening Meetings 
 
The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood. 
 

 
All commence at 7.30pm. 
 

 
November 11th 2010 
 
Roger Patterson will provide an insight in to the unusual places that people keep bees! 
He says that this will be a fairly “light hearted” talk! 
 
 

December 9th 2010 
 
Pam Hunter is Chairman of our neighbouring Association, Central Sussex BKA and sits 
on the BBKA Executive Committee. As an independent consultant scientist, she 
frequently writes and speaks on beekeeping matters, her particular interests being in 
navigation, foraging and pollination aspects of bees, the subject upon which she will 
speak tonight.  Tom Moore has heard this talk on a previous occasion and assures us 
that it is not to be missed! 
 
 

January 13th 2011 
 
Many of us know Diane Steele, who works during the summer season alongside Alan 
Byham as our Seasonal Bee Inspector. She was intending to talk to us last January 
about her experiences during her first spell in the job, but the meeting was cancelled 
due to snow. She will now have even more material to pack in to her talk which should 
prove interesting and entertaining. 
 
 

February 10th 2011 
 
Roger will again speak, this time on the slightly more serious topic of “Making Increase” 
– a timely subject as the days lengthen and the start of the active season draws closer. 
 
 

March 17th 2011 
 
The AGM will be followed by “Any Questions” when a distinguished panel of experts will 
answer everybody’s’ questions about beekeeping. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


